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  Dave Spillard 
Plastering Contractor 

All types of plastering, screeding 
and outside finishes undertaken 
Greenfields, Five Ash Down, 

Nr Uckfield TN22 3AH 
Tel: 01825 733335 
Mob: 07751404931 

www.davespillard.com

M S WILES & SON 
Building Contractors, Carpentry and Joinery 

Established 30 Years 
Domestic and Commercial 

Most aspects of building work undertaken 
Telephone: 01892 770554  Larksfield, Balls Green, 
Mobile: 07818434506     Withyham,  

East Sussex TN7 4BX 
Website: www.wilesbuild.com

 
CHAIR CANING, RUSHING, 

SEAGRASS WORK 
#=##=##=##=##=##=##=##=# 

MIKE PARCELL 
1 Oak Cottages, Chuck Hatch, 

Hartfield, TN7 4EX 
Tel: 01892 770764 

The Dorset Arms, Withyham 
Open every day 

Traditional welcoming pub, family & dog friendly, Home cooked food, 
Restaurant menu, Bar Snacks, Daily Specials, Locally sourced 

products, 
Specialising in Seafood, Great Sunday Roasts, 

Cask Marque Harveys Ales, Extensive Wine List, 
Quiz Night last Wednesday every month ~ come along and join the fun 

The Dorset Arms, Withyham TN7 4BD 01892 770278



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BUILDING CONTRACTORS 
Established in 1955 

Member of the National Federation of Builders 

Listed Buildings, Conversions, 
Extensions, Maintenance & Repairs,  

Plumbing & Heating 
W SMITHERS & SONS LTD                  Telephone Office: 01342 850559 
Old Mill Yard  Fax: 01342 850981 
Cowden, Kent TN8 7JJ Website: www.wsmithersandsons.co.uk   

John Waller, Underwoodsman Ltd 
Living Willow Structures for Schools and Gardens; Baskets and Willow Work; 

Woven Hurdles, Trellis and Plant Supports; Continuous Weave Fences & 
Border Edging; Tree Surgery & Woodland Advice; Hedgelaying 

Green Wood Workshop Courses 
Courses in Willow Plant Supports, Basketry, Hurdles, Pole Lathe Wood Turning 

and Chair Making, Hedgelaying, Coppicing, Charcoal, Fencing, 
Chickens & Bees, Pigs & Cows! 

01892 740303, 07788 748618 info@underwoodsman.co.uk, 
www.underwoodsman.co.uk 

4 Mount Pleasant Cottages, Ticklebelly Lane, Blackham, East Sussex TN3 9UH 

 

Independent Estate Agents and 

Chartered Surveyors. 

High quality marketing from your local 
Agents with a wide coverage of Sussex, 

Kent and Surrey and London 
representation. 

Sales & Lettings 

10 Offices plus London 

Please contact our FOREST ROW office 

to arrange a market appraisal 

01342 824824 

www.howardcundey.com 

Electricity in safe hands 
Mob:07836 256146 
Tel:01892 740631 

info@andysayerselectrical.co.uk 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

 Installation, Rewiring & board changes 

 Fault finding, Maintenance and Repairs 

 Inspection and testing, EICR reports 

 Portable Appliance Testing (PAT) 

 Solar Panel Installations – PV Systems 

 Prompt, Reliable and Competitive Rates 
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1. 

St Michael & All Angels Withyham  
with All Saints Blackham 

CHURCH CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 2013 
Sunday in month    ST MICHAELS WITHYHAM ALL SAINTS BLACKHAM 

Sun 1 Dec 

ADVENT 1 

1 11 am

5 pm

Informal All-Age Service with Advent Carols  

PARISH EUCHARIST FOR ADVENT SUNDAY 
With the Licensing of The Revd Alastair Ferguson 
as Priest-in-Charge 

Thu 5 Dec  10 am Holy Communion with Advent Meditation 

Sun 8 Dec   

ADVENT 2 

2 11 am

6.30 pm  

Matins 

Evensong 

Thu 12 Dec  10 am Holy Communion with Advent Meditation 

Sun 15 Dec 

ADVENT 3 

3 9.30 am  Holy Communion (said) 

11 am

6.30 pm  

Christingle Service, Nativity Play  
with the bringing of gifts for Family Support 

Evensong 

Wed 18 Dec  6.30 pm  St Michael’s School Carol Service 

Thu 19 Dec  10 am Holy Communion with Advent Meditation 

Sat 21 Dec  6.00pm Carol Singing at the Rectory 

Sun 22 Dec 

ADVENT 4 

4 9.30 am Holy Communion (said) 

11 am

6.30 pm

Matins 

Service of Nine Lessons & Carols 

Tue 24 Dec 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
11.00 pm MIDNIGHT MASS WITH CAROLS 

Wed 25 Dec 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

11 am ALL AGE CHRISTMAS SERVICE WITH CAROLS 

To be followed by a short Christmas Eucharist 

Sun 29 Dec 

CHRISTMAS 1  

5 9.30 am  Holy Communion (said) 

11 am

6.30

Matins 

Evensong 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR JANUARY 2014 
Sunday in month           ST MICHAELS WITHYHAM           ALL SAINTS BLACKHAM 

Thu 2 Jan 
2014 

WORLD PEACE 

DAY 

 

10 am Holy Communion with Meditation 

Sun 5 Jan 

EPIPHANY* 

1 11 am

6.30

The Wise Men are led by a Star to Bethlehem. 

ALL AGE EPIPHANY SERVICE 

WITH EPIPHANY HYMNS & SHORT EUCHARIST 

Evensong 

Thu 9 Jan  10 am Holy Communion with Epiphany Meditation 

Sun 12 Jan          2 

EPIPHANY 1 

PLOUGH SUNDAY 

11 am

6.30

All-Age Service for Plough Sunday 

Evensong  

Thu 17 Jan 
CONVERSION 

OF ST PAUL* 

 

10 am Holy Communion with Meditation 

Sun 19 Jan 

EPIPHANY 2 

3 9.30 am  Holy Communion (said) 

11 am

6.30 pm

Matins 

Evensong 

Thu 21 Jan   10 am Holy Communion with Meditation 

Sun 26 Jan  

EPIPHANY 3 

4 9.45 am

11 am

6.30 pm

Family Eucharist  

Matins 

Evensong 

Sun 2 Feb 

CANDLEMAS  

1 9.30 am  Holy Communion (said) 

11 am

6.30 pm

Sung Eucharist 

Evensong 

Thu 6 Feb  10 am Holy Communion with Meditation 

Sun 9 Feb  

EPIPHANY 5 

2 9.45 am

11 am

6.30 pm

Family Service  

Matins 

Evensong 
 

  



3. 
THE LIGHT AND HAPPINESS OF CHRISTMAS 

Dear everyone, 
 First let me say thank you for the warm welcome you have given to Denise 
and to me.  There have been friendly visits, wood to burn on fires, guidance about 
how previous Christmases have been celebrated, invitations and proposals for Carol 
Singing.  We heard the Choir sing Evensong at Chichester Cathedral beautifully.  The 
Psalms are similarly chanted Sunday by Sunday.  The flowers are lovely.  And the 
Church is warm!  We are much looking forward to being here. 
 What you have told me about the style of celebration of Withyham 
Christmases has reminded me of the Preface to a classic book of carols of over 80 
years ago.  Carols, we are told, are to be simple, hilarious and popular.  It’s the 
dimension of hilarity, says the Editor that has so often been forgotten.  And by 
hilarious is meant not so much funny, as boisterous, gladsome and extremely cheerful 
or something of that sort.  In fact the word carol is closely related to a word meaning 
dance.   
 The Preface goes on to regret that joyfulness was sometimes discarded by 
those who, as he puts it, were ‘professionally afraid’ of jollity.  Simple and boisterous 
carols were hijacked by the earnest and well-meaning, and their words altered in order 
to get across a ‘message’.  But we should try, he says, to get behind all this and 
rediscover a more relaxed Faith, a spirit of a more spontaneous and undoubting 
Faith.    
 Could this Preface have been written today?  An intriguing question.  It is of course 
a cliché to say how ‘commercialised’ and ‘secularised’ Christmas has now become.  
Sad to say, it has.  And this unfortunately gives the impression that there are really 
two Christmases: the ‘religious’ Christmas, and the ‘everything else’ Christmas.  
 Now, for each of us, this year will have brought its joys and sorrows.  At Christmas, 
however, Joy and dancing and seriousness do not represent opposite moods.  English 
religion over four centuries has often thought they were.  But, says the author, to take 
life with real seriousness is only sad when it is superficial… The carol is nearer to the 
ultimate truth because it is jolly... 
 Eighty years on, we have gone still further down the road of separating joy from 
seriousness.  It is nowadays even harder for most of us to connect Christmas partying 
with the ‘religious’ meaning of Christmas.  We just do see them as different worlds.  
We go to church, perhaps, but we may think it is only after church that the ‘real’ 
festivities can begin.  
 Well, to put all this into reverse might seem as difficult as reversing the incoming 
tide.  And yet each time we say ‘Happy Christmas’, we can do just that.  Because 
whenever we say it, we shall mean two things: ‘Have good parties’, yes, but also, 
‘Because of Christmas, peace and goodwill to you... Let it be true that, one day, all 
manner of things shall be well!’  
 The shopping, the parties, the churchgoing are part of one and the same thing: the 
visitation of the darkness of our present world by the Light of the Eternal Word.   
 In this spirit, let me wish you a very happy and blessed Christmas.   
   Alastair Ferguson 

  



4. 
Churchwardens Notes - December 

Chichester Cathedral: On the 30th November, the choir sang Evensong at the 
Cathedral, and beautifully they sang too.  Congratulations to all involved, especially 
Sue Stone, for the enormous amount of hard work and practice that went into making 
the evening so memorable. 

Remembrance Service: We were delighted to welcome the Archdeacon to 
conduct our Service of Remembrance.  Our thanks, also, to Sally Whitty who 
managed to fit in the playing of the Last Post and Reveille, before rushing off to hear 
her son perform at Tonbridge. 

Mea Culpa: Due entirely to my omission, I neglected to thank some of the 
Thursday Men for the Trojan effort they put in, in clearing the Blackham churchyard. 
It is now neat, tidy and looking as a churchyard should.  Please take a bow, John 
Collins, Tom Wild and Alan Muckleston. 

Withyham Churchyard Clean Up: An enthusiastic band gathered on 
23rd November, attracted mainly by the thought of one of June Noble's lunches, to 
attack the autumn detritus.  Leaves were blown, swept and raked, whilst all the while 
keeping a resigned eye on the large number still to fall.  I am assured that several tons 
were cleared.  It never ceases to amaze me, how something so light, when multiplied 
by several million and wetted, can weigh so much. 

A Bridge too Far?  On the 18th, many dedicated ladies and gentlemen 
gathered to bid, counter-bid and Blackwood each other into submission.  Ranging 
from Acol to Zar Points, the result of their combined endeavours raised £1200 for 
church funds.  Thank you to Judy Elliott for the organization and to Jill Pardey for 
cooking up the culinary delights. 

Interregnum: By the time you read this, our new Parish Priest, the Reverend 
Alastair Ferguson, will have been licensed.  I would like to thank all those who have 
helped throughout the Interregnum.  But, I would particularly like to single out 
Elizabeth Parish, Donald Yonge, and Arthur Harris.  By your efforts, you have made 
the job of the Churchwardens so much easier and you have ensured that the services 
provided each week held the congregation together and that we emerge from the 
Interregnum as strong, if not stronger than we entered.  Thank you. 

Village Hall Quiz: A reminder that there is still time to enter a team for the 
quiz night on the 6th Dec.  Amaze everyone with the depth of your knowledge about 
obscure Russian Orthodox Saints, Punk Rock and how many whelks are left handed.  
Correct answers mean points and points mean prizes.  8.00 p.m. and don't be late. 

The Pantomime: On the 3rd and 4th January 2014, three performances will 
take place highlighting the thespian and terpsichorean talents of the village.  Dick 
Whittington will once again prove that anyone can become Mayor of London.  And 
after Ken and Boris, I do mean anyone!  There are only the three performances.  Book 
your tickets at the Dorset Arms. 

And Finally: As we approach the season of abligurition, it only remains for me 
to wish all our readers a Very Happy Christmas and may the New Year bring you and 
your families all that you wish for. 

Peter Griffiths and Richard Carden. 
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?? CHRISTMAS QUIZ NIGHT ?? 
At the KINGS' HALL WITHYHAM. 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 6th AT 8.00 p.m. 
Two-course supper with choice of hot and cold dishes and a mouth-

watering array of puddings. 
CASH BAR                                                              GRAND RAFFLE 

Prize for the winning Team. 
TICKETS £8 per person. 

Call Sue or Bryan on 01892 652515 or e-mail bryanwilliamsB@aol.com 
Hurry! Places get booked up very quickly for this event. 

St Michaels School Withyham 

CHRISTMAS FAIR 
Saturday 7th December 

2.00 p.m. – 4.00 p.m. 
Come and visit Santa in his Grotto 
Home-made cakes *pre-loved toys and books 

bottle tombola *craft zone *decorations  
*secret-key raffle *mulled wine *mince pies  

*tea and coffee *raffle 
*Chocolate tombola *teddy tombola  

 
 

 
 

We would like to thank everyone for their many cards and letters of 
condolence and to all those who came to Phil's funeral and for the many donations 
of food and offers of help.  We have been overwhelmed by the support we've 
received from everyone who knew him. 

Meg, Andrew and Richard Stafford  
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YOUNG CHURCH 
ADVENT 
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WITHYHAM HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY December 

After our annual AGM Helen Clark (our previous Treasurer) is now your 
Chairwoman, and Simon Costen has agreed to take over as Treasurer.  For this we 
are all very grateful.  We also welcome two new committee members Miriam 
Boobier and Gill Bath.  Please note that we are seriously short of men on the 
committee as they are invaluable in helping set up for the shows, so if anyone would 
like to volunteer we would be grateful.  The AGM went off very smoothly our 
thanks go to Anne Barker who took the chair, and also Bill Sanford who was yet 
again out in the cold organising the parking for us.  After the official business we 
had drinks and snacks and then had a wonderful hour with our panel of three local 
gardeners who were unfailing in there knowledgeable assistance with the very many 
and various questions that were asked.  We all had a most enjoyable evening.  The 
committee will now spend some time in organising yet another great year for our 
members. 

Gardening tips for December are:  
1. Clear away old crops from your vegetable garden and dig in bulky 

organic matter such as garden compost or well-rotted farmyard manure.  Should you 
be troubled by a clay soil, cover with polythene to keep the rain off and this will 
make it easier to dig. 

2. Leave the last flower heads on your hydrangeas over winter as they 
provide important frost protection to the new buds developing further down the 
stem.  You can cut them off once the weather improves next spring. 

3. Continue to remove fallen leaves especially the ones which fall on smaller 
plants such as alpines, and don’t forget the ones around the base of roses that carry 
blackspot or disease, these should be destroyed if possible and not put into your 
compost. 

4. Brighten up the house with a new flowering houseplant such as cyclamen 
which need good light and cool conditions they hate hot stuffy or dark rooms, do not 
overwater, or azalea which appreciate a cool, well-lit position, keep the compost 
moist and water every few days preferable with rainwater, and of course lovely 
poinsettias, which thrive in warm light conditions away from cold draughts.  Water 
when leaves wilt very slightly by giving the compost a good soak and then allow to 
drain. 

The committee would like to thank all our members for their continued 
support during 2013 and wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

Val Edwards Secretary (01892 661940) 
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Kings’ Hall Withyham 

Dick Whittington 

 
A Pantomime for all ages 

at 7.30 p.m. 
Friday 3rd and Saturday 4th January 2014 

Matinee 2.30 p.m. on Saturday 
Tickets from the Dorset Arms, Withyham 



9. 
Artist of the Month - Rogier van der Weyden 1399/1400-1464 

Van der Weyden also known as Roger de le Pasture was born in the French 
speaking town of Tournai in Belgium.  Son of Henri de le Pasture and Agnes de 
Watrelos, he became known as one of the three most notable early flemish painters, 
together with Jan van Eyck and Robert Campin.   

He remains something of a mystery.  But he was internationally successful 
during his lifetime, having copies of his paintings exported to France, Germany, 
Spain and even Italy, and his reputation spread deep into Europe.  He never signed 
any of his work, which obviously makes it difficult to attribute work to him with 
certainty and he left no self-portraits.  There are some who dispute that even some of 
his most famous paintings such as The Descent from the Cross belong to him.  By 
the late 17th century most of his works had been destroyed by the French 
bombardment of Brussels in 1695.  The paintings that do survive are either portraits 
or religious scenes.  

He had a reputation for amazing detail and technical ability and tended to 
work with life models.  Facial expressions were typically detailed (an example of 
this is Nicodemus’ stubble in The Descent from the Cross) although not always 
totally accurate.  He pandered to his commissioned sitters, flattering them in his 
portrayals, whether or not deserved.  Erwin Panofsky, the German art historian said 
“Rogier felt and expressed emotions and sensations-mostly of a bitter or bittersweet 
nature-that no painter had ever recaptured”. 

Robert Campin was his teacher to whom he was apprenticed in 1427.  By 
1432 Rogier had gained the status of an independent master, settling in Brussels, 
where he spent most of his life.  By 1436 he had become the city painter running a 
large workshop with his son.  Even though he held no position in the Burgundian 
court he did produce works for the Duke of Burgundy, Philip the Good.  

Following his death, his name faded from view mainly due to changes in 
tastes but interest began to rekindle in the 19th century.  By the 20th century his 
reputation as a leading 15th century Flemish painter was reborn.  

The Middelburg Altarpiece c1445-1448 
This scene depicts the Nativity and is 

the central panel of a Triptych (a set of three 
pictures or panels which are hinged together).  
It is now housed in the Staatliche Museum in 
Berlin.  Baltic oak was  used as panels.  
Nativity scenes tended to contain Mary, the 
newborn Jesus, Joseph and sometimes angels 
(who were usually depicted as musicians).  In 
this depiction however the male figure dressed 
in black is wearing clothes more akin to the 
fashions of the Duke of Burgundy and a 
member of the upper classes. 

(Gratitude to Ian Morgan for this article) 
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WITHYHAM PARISH COUNCIL (WPC) November 2013 
 To find out about WPC activities you can access information via our website 
or on Facebook (see the back cover of the magazine).  You can also request Minutes 
of meetings from the Clerks at the Old Station, Groombridge. 
HARRISON ROCKS: A Coup for WPC!  As reported previously the Harrison 
Rocks facility might have been shut down.  WPC called a meeting of the main 
stakeholders at which Sport England acknowledged that it had not been aware of the 
impact that the closure would have, and agreed to make the necessary repairs to the 
toilet block so that it may be reopened in the New Year.  This will enable the camp 
site to open as well.  They will also repair the car park.  WPC has offered to assist the 
Forestry Commission in seeking a suitable tenant from November 2014.  WPC 
propose to call an Open Meeting to seek the views of residents so that these can be 
fed into the survey that the Forestry Commission will be conducting. 
WEALDEN DISTRICT COUNCILLOR (WDC): Are you still having difficulties 
in getting your bins emptied?  Around 2% of properties are still being missed 
because the new vehicles cannot get up narrow tracks or because the staff are 
unfamiliar with the routes.  Please inform the WPC clerk if this is happening to you, 
and she will advise WDC.  Last month WDC undertook its annual electric blanket 
check and of the 248 tested, 101 (40%) were found to be dangerous.  Have you had 
yours checked recently?  Contact the WPC clerk for details of the next testing.  
POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH: Please be vigilant in securing your 
house and outbuildings when you go out.  There have been a spate of burglaries and 
break-ins in the St John’s area and it is possible the perpetrators will be moving on to 
other parts of the parish.  Leave lights and radios on and shut all windows.  If you 
would like items security marked, please ring 07787 685737 or 101.  
WARD REPORTS 
St John’s Ward: The new shared noticeboard at St John’s Church has now been 
installed.  WPC are now fully involved in the new burial ground which it is proposed 
to build in the field next to the Forest Fold Baptist Chapel.  Residents are concerned, 
among other things, about the speed of the traffic on that stretch of road, the possible 
run-off from that land and the impact of the two planned buildings on an AONB 
Withyham/Blackham Ward: WPC will be studying quotations for the replacement 
of a bench at Balls Green/Station Road corner, which has been irreparably damaged.  
The A264 footpath petition should be discussed at the next WDC meeting. 
PARISH OFFICE: WPC wish to ensure that the Parish Office pays for itself.  They 
are, therefore, advertising their Meeting Room for firms looking for a Training Day 
venue.  Please pass this on to those who may be interested.  There will be special rates 
for residents! 

WPC with the SVR will be holding a joint Open day on April 26th 2014. 
WPC Newsletter: Whilst WPC wish to continue communicating with you through 
our church magazines we are proposing to issue a quarterly WPC quarterly 
newsletter. 
   Diana Kelly, (Chairman) 
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The Church Flower Arrangers. 
 I would like to thank the ladies who not only arrange but also provide the 
flowers for the Church each week. 

I would especially like to thank Molly Packer, Kath Stillwell and June 
Noble, who have created some wonderful arrangements for a number of the many 
weddings we have had this year. 
 The Christmas arrangements will be done on Saturday 21st December. 
  Jill Pardey 

 

NEVER, NEVER UNDERESTIMATE CHILDREN 
An Elementary School Teacher presented each child in her classroom with the 
first words of well-known proverbs and asked them to come up with the rest of 

the proverbs.  It's hard to believe these are answers of six-year-olds. 

1. Don't change horses    until they stop running.  
2. Strike while the     bug is close.  
3. It's always darkest before    Daylight Saving Time.  
4. Never underestimate the power of   termites.  
5. You can lead a horse to water but   how?  
6. Don't bite the hand that looks   dirty.  
7. No news is      impossible.  
8. A miss is as good as a    Mr. 
9. You can't teach an old dog new   math. 
10. If you lie down with dogs,    you'll stink in the morning.  
11. Love all, trust    me. 
12. The pen is mightier than the   pigs. 
13. An idle mind is     the best way to relax.  
14. Where there's smoke there's   pollution.  
15. Happy the bride who    gets all the presents.  
16. A penny saved is not    much.  
17. Two's company, three's    Musketeers.  
18. Don't put off till tomorrow what   you put on to go to bed.  
19. Laugh and the whole world laughs with you, cry  
                                                                         and you have to blow your nose.  
20. There are none so blind as    Stevie Wonder.  
21. Children should be seen and not   spanked or grounded.  
22. If at first you don't succeed   get new batteries.  
23. You get out of something only what you  see in the picture on the box.  
24. When the blind lead the blind   get out of the way.  
25. A bird in hand     is going to poop on you. 

One more proverb and superb answer is sadly not suitable for this magazine. 
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BLACKHAM VILLAGE 2014 CALENDAR 

Our	second	edition	is	a	must	have!	
Ideal	gift	for	friends,	family,	past	villagers.	

A lovely representation of Blackham village, 
countryside views and community 

available at – Blackham Christmas Market 
Saturday Dec 7th or Hartfield Doctor’s Surgery, 

Villa Golf, Parish Office 
or reserve/collect from T:01892 740261	

E:blackham@A264.co.uk	
Also available this year Blackham Village 

Christmas Cards with choice of two village scenes	
Many thanks for all the contributions, photographs included 
are from: Charlotte Ashby, Mandy Bowler, Chris Charteris, 
Sue Dall, Claire Gray, Penny Hawes, Peter Kershaw, Mandy  
Waller, Jean Washer, Linda Weekes and Sheila Wellstead. 

Keep taking photos and submit to the 2015 calendar 
at http://calendar.A264.co.uk 

Ashurst & Blackham Sports 
Association 

Christmas Mingle 
Friday 20th December from 6.30 till late. 

At the ABSA Pavilion at the Sports Ground 
There will be a film for the children in the changing room with 

popcorn. 
Christmas Raffle. Mulled wine, Harvey’s beer, 

Tea and Coffee will be available with free mince pies and 
nibbles. 

Calendars will be on sale.  
The village carol singers will make an appearance  

and there will be a chance to chat and sing. 

Withyham Parish Council (WPC) 
WPC wishes to employ a person to carry out various maintenance 

duties on a part time basis and also to maintain clear and safe 
pathways and public areas across Withyham Parish at times of 

snow.  Duties will cover the Council’s assets, children’s play areas and other 
grounds within the Parish.   

Hours of work are seven hours per week.  Working patterns are to be agreed with 
the successful applicant and to be flexible depending on seasonal conditions. 
The hourly rate is £10.  If you would like further information, please contact the 

Clerks on:  Tel: 01892 864557 or at WPC, The Old Station, Station Road, 
Groombridge, East Sussex. TN3 9RD 

Or email:clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk 
Closing date for applications is Wednesday 4th December 2013 at 5pm 

Interviews will be Monday 9th December 2013 
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Family Support Work (FSW) 
This year’s Christingle and Nativity Service at St Michael’s is being held on 

15th December-the 3rd Sunday of Advent.  I am extremely pleased to be able to 
remind you that the toy and gift Service in aid of FSW will take place at the same 
time. 

In the past few years I have been humbled by the kindness and generosity of 
so many people in respect of this giving. 

If you feel able to contribute in some way-it will be greatly appreciated. 
It would be most helpful please if you can leave any gifts unwrapped, in 

order that we can identify who the possible recipient will be.  
If you are not able to attend the Service on the 15th-it is possible to leave a 

gift either before that date-or later on if you feel able to. 
It is my intention to collect the gifts from the Church the following 

morning with Michelle Smart-our Deanery Family Support Worker. 
With sincere thanks, 
 Miriam Boobier 

Paraprosdokians are figures of speech in which the latter part of a sentence or 
phrase is surprising or unexpected and frequently humorous. 

1. Where there's a will, I want to be in it. 
2. The last thing I want to do is hurt you.  But it's still on my list. 
3. Since light travels faster than sound, some people appear bright until you 
hear them speak. 
4. If I agreed with you, we'd both be wrong. 
5. We never really grow up, we only learn how to act in public. 
6. War does not determine who is right – only who is left. 
7. Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit.  Wisdom is not putting it in a 
fruit salad. 
8. To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism.  To steal from many is 
research. 
9. I didn't say it was your fault, I said I was blaming you. 
10. You do not need a parachute to skydive.  You only need a parachute to 
skydive twice. 
11. I used to be indecisive.  Now I'm not so sure. 
12. To be sure of hitting the target, shoot first and call whatever you hit the 
target. 
13. Going to church doesn't make you a Christian any more than standing in a 
garage makes you a car. 
14. You're never too old to learn something stupid. 
15. I'm supposed to respect my elders, but it’s getting harder for me to find one 
now. 

  



15. 
Letter from the Trenches from my Grandfather to his mother between 1915 and 

1917.  He married my Granny after the war. Granny was a senior sister at St Georges 
Hospital, Hyde Park.  They met after he had been casevacked to recover from shrapnel 
wounds.  He was then sent back to the front line.  They married in 1919 in Houlton, Maine.  
Thanks to Joe Putnam and his trust in God, there are 14 direct descendants who have been 
brought up or live around Hartfield and Withyham. 

My Dear Mother, 
Just a few lines to let you know that I am in the best of health and as I 
heard that you were sick around the 1st of June and I sincerely hope that 
you have recovered your health back by this time.  I have received a lot of 
mail since the 1st of June but as we were at it hammer and tongs for the 
last three weeks I have had no time to write.  I shall make up for the lost 
time this week as we are out for a rest and believe me we certainly needed 
one.  The fighting has been something fierce along our line but we are still 
(blanked out).  Expect we shall see more until peace is declared which we 
are looking forward for soon.  A battle is something to go through namely 
when it lasts more than one day.  The last one raged for about ten days.  
They say that it was the fiercest bombardment as yet seen on our front.  I 
would much rather be in an earthquake. 
Those blasts which we set off for the enemy were nothing compared with the 
bursting of a big shell and when they are coming about ten a minute there is 

no chance to run and hide.  If one runs from one shell one is very likely to bump into another so the only thing to do is 
to hug mother earth and trust in God. 
One has queer feelings when undergoing the first shell fire.  But we all know what we are here for and just keep our 
eyes open watching for fritz.  There is not much hand to hand fighting as both sides are very well entrenched and it 
takes heavy shell fire to knock the trenches to pieces.  Our artillery pounded fritz in good shape last week and we 
took fifteen yards of his trenches. 
We cannot depend on the weather as when there is a heavy bombardment the weather is always disagreeable.  We are 
having great times now that we are out of the trenches and talking over our narrow escapes.  To be buried under or 
lifted clear of the ground is nothing after it has happened. 
I expect that you are out to the lake now and having a good time.  I shall make up for lost time when I get back.  I am 
so used to living in the trenches that I’ll have to get permission from the water Company to sleep in their pipe ditches 
when I get home.  One does not have a chance to look around in the day time or in the trench line, therefore life is 
something like that of a rat.  We have quite a few rats here too.  They don’t seem to mind the shell fire as we do. 
I was very near shell shocked this last trip.  Shellshock puts a chap’s nerves on the burn.  You lay in your trench 
shivering and shaking all over.  You notice some of the boys shaking all over when they come out of the cold water 
after swimming a long time. Well, shell shock is the same only about fifty times stronger.  One is not afraid but you 
cannot help shaking.  It wears off after being under fire once or twice. 
I must close now as it is time for dinner.  I send my love to you all.  Joe Putnam  
  



16. 

 
Here are the results for the Kings' Hall 100 Club for September 2013 
1st    monthly     £20      No.    36     Mrs D. Loshana 
2nd   monthly     £15      No.    44    Lord de la Warr 
3rd    monthly     £10      No.    30  Mrs E. Hunt 
Here are the results for the Kings' Hall 100 Club for October 2013  
1st    monthly     £20      No.    103     Mr L.  Stone 
2nd   monthly     £15      No.     19    Mrs M. Sanders 
3rd    monthly     £10      No.     21    Mrs V. Marshall 

PARISH DIARY DECEMBER 
Friday 6th 8.00 p.m. CHRISTMAS QUIZ NIGHT 
  Kings’ Hall, Withyham (see Mag) 
Saturday 7th  2.00 to 4.00 p.m. CHRISTMAS FAIR (see Mag) 
  St Michael’s School, Withyham 
Saturday 7th  10.00 to 12.30 Blackham Village Hall Market (see Mag) 
Friday 20th  6.30 p.m. ABSA Christmas Mingle 
  Pavilion at the Sports Ground (See Mag) 

PARISH DIARY JANUARY 2014 
Friday 3rd  7.30 p.m Pantomime Dick Whittington 
Saturday 4th   2.30 p.m. & 7.30 p.m.            Kings’ Hall Withyham (see Mag) 

Saturday January 25th Deadline for February Magazine 

ADVANCE PARISH DIARY FEBRUARY 2014 

Tuesday February 25th Deadline for March Magazine 

DO YOU NEED HELP WITH YOUR COMPUTER? 
Forest Row IT can give you friendly expert service for 
repairs, maintenance, upgrades and data recovery. 
Training: We can teach you to use any software easily so 
that your computer works for you. 
Roger Lyon Tel: 01342 825209  Mob: 07982 710 977 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NIGEL DEAR 
Painter 

 
Decorator 

 
INTERNAL & EXTERNAL 

City & Guilds & Advanced Craft 
 

01892 664698 
07710798553 

‘Meadowside’, Green Lane, 
Crowborough, 

East Sussex TN5 2BT   

Counselling and Psychotherapy 
For Couples, Individuals and Family Members in Hartfield 

To arrange your FREE and confidential initial consultation 
or for further details, please contact Katie on: 

 Telephone 07841 404471 
 e-mail k8ehumphries@gmail.com 

 website  www.katiehumphries.co.uk 

A confidential space to talk, explore and unlock potential 

Katie Humphries MBACP - Qualified and Registered Counsellor 



Dorset House B&B 

 
Withyham 

Opposite The Dorset Arms 
 

01892 770035 
meg@rosneathengineering.co.uk 

www.dorset‐house.co.uk 

Old Kentish Barns 

Free advice and Quotation 9 
Teasley Mead, Blackham 

Tunbridge Wells, Kent  TN3 9TT 
01892 740522 
07974128893 

Oak Framed Buildings 
oldkentishbarns@hotmail.com 

Traditional timber framing 
from a well established 

local company. 
Planning service. 
Construction from 

groundwork to completion. 

Jim Robinson BACP & AHPP Accred   
Counsellor & Psychotherapist 
Exper ienced  addict ion   therapist  

Alcoho l  prob lems ,  we igh t  prob lems ,   c i ga re t tes ,  othe r  
add i c t ions/ compu l s ions  

Exper ienced  Relat ionship  Counsel lor      
Re la t ionsh ips  can  be  ve ry   tough  a t   t imes  and   they  can  a lways  be   improved  

Anx ie ty  /  Depress ion  /  St ress  /  Abuse  /  Trauma  /  Gr ie f    

07785  183213    or    01892  770463    Wi thyham  TN7  4BP        

Fo r  more  de t a i l s  p l ea s e   s ee  webs i t e      www. j im ‐ r ob i n s on . co . u k      



KINGS' HALL WITHYHAM 
Your local village hall makes a great venue for 

Parties, Weddings, Anniversaries and Children's 
parties.  Hire it from only £10 per hour 

Bookings and enquiries (01892) 770035 
or e-mail meg@rosneathengineering.co.uk 

 

 

FED UP WITH IRONING? 
Let me help you! 
Call Christine Marais on 
01892 770 842 or 
07901 573 945 

 



 
 
 
 
 

FURNITURE 
RESTORATION 

(Julian Saxty) 

01892 770100 

  



 
Frank A Rhodes 

BUILDERS 
HILL COTTAGE, FAIRVIEW LANE, CROWBOROUGH, TN6 1BT 

Felt Roofing 
10 year guarantee 

Tiling – Slating 
New roofs or repairs 

New gutters or existing gutters cleaned 
Full Service 

Free estimates 

Tel: 01892 655238 
Mobile 07811 588291 

Positive 
Animal Training 

 

One-to-one dog training 
Puppy/ young dog training classes 

Agility classes 
Training walks 

 

www.PositiveAnimalTraining.co.uk 
 

Call Sarah Dell on: 
 

01892 871615 or 07805 049080



Need a Caterer? 
Weddings, Dinner Parties, Social Events 

ABOUT FOODS 
Home cooked quality foods 

Contact Karen Jackson 
Tel 01892 770752 or 07836775635 

 

GILES SWIFT 
20 years experience 

TRENCHER & MINI DIGGER 
Field & Garden Drainage, Ditching & Earthmoving 

Water Supplies & Repair 
 

Tel: 01892 864754   email: swiftdrainage@btinternet.com 



WILLETTS FARM 
DAIRY ICE CREAM 

MADE ON THE FARM USING 
FRESH MILK & DOUBLE CREAM 

Just off the A264, halfway between 
Tunbridge Wells & East Grinstead 

Willetts Farm, Blackham, Tunbridge Wells, 
Kent TN3 9TU  Tel: 01892 740320 or 740747 

R MEDHURST 
Funeral Directors 

Vine House, Hartfield, TN7 4AD 
Family Business for over 150 years, 24 our service, Home Visits 

Advice on Funeral Plans, Chapel of Rest 
East Grinstead (01342) 315880 

Hartfield (01892) 770253 
We take care of everything personally at a sensitive time 

No Artificial 
Colourings 

Natural 
Flavourings 

 

S.W.HARDING 
 

HOUSE AND GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 

 

Builder and Sub-Contractor 
Garden Walls, Patios & Paths 

Pointing, Fence Erecting, Painting 

(01892) 740505 



LOCAL INFORMATION 
Kings’ Hall Withyham Lettings: Mrs Meg Stafford  01892 770035 
 Equipment Hire: Bill Sanford 01892 770740 
Blackham Village Hall  Bookings: Mrs P Hawes 01892 740574 
Doctors Dr A Wolfle, Dr M James 
 The Nook Surgery Groombridge  01892 863326 
 Saxonbury House, Crowboro’ 01892 603131 
 Beacon Surgery, Crowboro’ 01892 652233 
District Nurse Sister Kay 01892 603109 
Family Social Work Mrs Miriam Boobier 01892 662780 
Withyham Art Group Mrs Rosemary Goolden 01892 770351 
Withyham Horticultural Society: Valerie Edwards 01892 661940 
St Michael’s School            Miss Katie O’Shea (Headteacher) 01892 770307 
Dorset Arms Angling Club Fred Stillwell 01892 770661 
Withyham Cricket Club Tristan Tully 01892 541137 
Blackham Country Players Linda Weekes 01892 740261 
Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Crowborough, selected hours 01892 655303 
Council for the Protection of Rural England Local Office 01825 890975 
Withyham Parish Charity This Trust can provide financial help for those in 
need and towards the expenses of further education or training schemes.  
Applications to John Gower, the Clerk to the Trustees 01892 654395 
Timetable Information Rail 08457 484950 
 Arriva Buses  08712 002223 
 Brighton & Hove Buses 01273 886200 
Magazine Editor and Advertisements 
 Richard Pardey Smugglers, Hoadleys Lane, Crowborough, TN6 1TH 
 Email: richard.pardey@talk21.com 01892 661882 

Withyham Parish Council (WPC).  Office: The Old Station, Groombridge 
Website: www.withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/withyhamparishcouncil 
email: clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk  01892 864557 
WPC Office   Monday    09.30 - 17.00 
Opening   Tuesday    09.30 - 12.00 
Hours   Wednesday to Friday   09.30 - 12.30 
Councillors hold “surgeries” on 3rd Saturday each month 08.30 - 10.00 

Telephone Numbers for the reporting of incidents 
Highway and Footpath damage (location and problem)  08456080193 
Highway Lights out (Give the lamp number and location)  08456080193  
Vandalism (all relevant details)      08456070999 
Abandoned Vehicles and Fly Tipping (Give all details)   01892 602735 
Pollution (Give location of river, pond etc)    08708506506 

PRINTED BY EMS LTD, EAST GRINSTEAD (01342) 323700 


